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	MORAY FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY HALLS


AND ASSOCIATIONS


Minutes of the Federation Meeting held in Alves Village Hall

on Sunday 20 September 2009

(To be considered at the February 2010 meeting)

Present: Jim Anderson, President; Pat Smith, Vice President/BKV; Jennifer Shaw, Vice President; Rosella Smith, Convener; Jackie Owsnett, Secretary; Tony Bowmer, Treasurer.  M Taylor, C Taylor, Alves; Jim Hart, Doreen Aldridge, Archiestown; Anne Wilson, Vera Gaskell, Bishopmill; John Smith, Birnie; Paul Jarvis, Jane Mitchell, Edinkillie;  Harvey Morton, David Willing, Findhorn; Jean Maciver, Hopeman; John Fleming, Mortlach; Charlie Alexander, Margach; Richard Smith, Portessie; Ogilvie Smith, Spynie.

In attendance:  John Russell, Ron Shepherd, Fiona Murdoch, Moray Council; David Watson, LEADER; Sean Hoath, Licensing.

Also in attendance:  Best Kept Village representatives: Hugh Fraser, Aileen Sutherland, Aberlour; D Shepherd, Cullen; M & F MacDonald, S Clark, Drummuir; S & J Horne, Fochabers; L & N Roger, Lochhills; Mr & Mrs J Hendry, Glenlivet & Inveravon.

Welcome: Rosella Smith, Convener, welcomed members and representatives of BKV winners to the meeting.  Mr Martin Taylor then welcomed us to Alves Village Hall which, he said, had been erected in 1932 by the MOD for use by the Territorial Army.  The community then purchased it in 1981.

The meeting began with the Best Kept Village (BKV) prize-giving which had been postponed due to flooding in Elgin.  Secretary Susan Clark reported that after a slow start there were 14 entries.  Judging was from 10 to 13 August by judge Keith Vernon from Motherwell.  He was very impressed with the efforts by villagers.  Winners and runners-up in each category were:  Large Village – Fochabers; Dufftown:  Small Village – Duffus; Archiestown:  Scattered Village – Miltonduff; Glenlivet/Inveravon:  Junior Section – Drummuir; Archiestown.  Full details of entries are on our website or in the local press.

1 Apologies for Absence:  Liz Devine, Fochabers; Val Wathen, Inchberry; Rita Marks, Eleanor Macintosh, Glenlivet; Angela Mitchell, Rafford; Michele Birnie, Tomintoul; Anita Milne, Vice Convener; Reni Milburn, Moray Council; Sandra Dow, CAB.

2 Approval of Minutes of 17 May:  Proposed Harvey Morton; seconded Richard Smith.

3 Matters Arising:  Maintenance grant form; after committee meeting it was agreed no change to format.  Membership fee form – agreed to simplify by removing need for signatures of all OBs.  Only the person completing the form will be required to provide a signature.  Portable Appliance Testing; no funding has yet been secured to purchase the equipment.  REAP – leaflets available for Thermal Image Surveys.  Sean Hoath from the Licensing department of the Moray Council gave a summary on Occasional Licences and Public Entertainment Licences (PEL).  For more information his contact details are; 01343 563077, sean.hoath@moray.gov.uk or licensing@moray.gov.uk
4 Convener’s Report:

a) Criminal Justice and Licensing Bill.  Rosella reported that, under this new Bill, community groups, churches and charities will be liable to pay an average of £200 per year for a market operator’s licence.  Rosella suggested members write to their MSPs asking them to amend this part of the Bill.

b) Voluntary Sector Partnership in Moray (VSPM).  This will dovetail with Community Planning under Community Engagement and Involvement.  The Federation committee met with Alison Proudfoot of MVSO for discussion.  It was agreed that the Federation should be represented on the Board to ensure feedback to members.  A volunteer is required to attend quarterly meetings.  The launch of the VSPM will take place on Wednesday 14 April 2010.

c) Community Support Team.  This came into being from August 2009 and replaces the Adult Learning and Development Team.  The role of this team is to support community groups and not to deliver training as in the past.  Federation members will be contacted over the coming months to assess their needs.

5 Secretary’s Report and Correspondence:- 1) Letter from Police and Community Directorate regarding students taking drugs.  2) Copy of email from Scottish Community Development Centre regarding funding acquired for the ‘Achieving Community Empowerment initiative.

6 Financial Statement: Tony reported a bank balance of £28,300.  This included £20,000 annual Maintenance Grant (MG) and  £1,500 for BKV competition.  He said that there was less bank interest because of the economic situation.  Funding for PAT equipment is required, with £1000 to LEADER being applied for.

7 Distribution of Moray Council Maintenance Grant:  Tony reported that the MG for each hall was now £400 as another hall joined the Federation.  Pat Smith proposed that the MG be raised to £410 per hall; seconded by Fred McDonald, Drummuir.  After show of hands it was decided to leave it at £400.

8 Best Kept Village Competition:  See article above.  Committee as follows: Chair Pat Smith; Secretary Susan Clark; Jennifer Shaw, Jean Maciver, Bob Davidson, Fred McDonald, Ena Cant, Ogilvie Smith, Mary Jesson, Fiona MacInnes.  Pat mentioned that the Macmillan Cancer Support Group always provide and serve the teas at the Awards meeting.  She proposed a sum of £50 be donated from BKV funds.  After discussion a sum of £100 was agreed.

9 Guest Speaker:  David Watson, LEADER Programme Manager, gave a presentation on the programme which is part of the Scottish Government Rural Development Programme (SRDP).  It is aimed at promoting economic and community development within rural areas.  It’s objective is to enable people to realize their ambitions to live in communities where they can fulfil their personal, social and economic potential.  For more information contact David direct on david.watson@moray.gov.uk or visit the SRDP website.

10 Exchange of News from Halls:

Alves:  Colin Taylor reported that a grant for replacing the asbestos roof and improving heating and toilets had been approved.

Archiestown:  Jim Hart reported that 2010/11 is the 250th anniversary of the village.  There will be several events, including the Archiestown Games’, to celebrate the occasion, with the Lord Lieutenant in attendance and a new logo for the village road sign.  The village hall has a 6-plan project, including heating, biomass system, and upgrade of fencing, equipment, kiddies play park in the playing fields and upgrading the pavilion facilities.

Bishopmill:  Anne Watson reported that a grant had been received from Elgin Common Good Fund.  The money was used to decorate the Supper Room and kitchen and also to buy new tables and chairs.

Birnie:  John Smith reported the new toilets were operating.  Funding was required for upgrade of the kitchen.

Drummuir:  Fred McDonald reported a trust fund had been set up for refurbishment of the hall.  Full planning permission granted.  Various events included quiz night, raft/duck races, all successful.  Quiz night 24 October, and a dance in November.

Edinkillie:  Paul Jarvis reported that half of the windows had been replaced.  The Davaway Railway Association walks and talks have been well attended.

Findhorn:  Harvey Morton reported that they had obtained a bowling carpet from Cawder.  Funding for the kitchen had been turned down by the Baxter Foundation.  The Moray Inshore Rescue Society is holding a clairvoyant evening on 8 October.

Hopeman:  Jean Maciver reported steady business with several bookings for clubs, organizations and private functions.  Hall is available for bookings.

Lhanbryde:  Jennifer Shaw reported new block bookings.  Course for Adults in Watercolour Painting starts 15 September for six weeks.  Course in Sign Language by Grampian Society for the Blind and Deaf on Thursdays for 6 weeks.  Funding of £2,5k received from Tesco Charitable Trust to assist in setting up a Lunch Club.  A Lottery Sports Award of £1K has been received for setting up new facilites.  The Gala Day made a profit of £600.  For further information contact Centre Development Officer on enquiries@lhanbrydecc.org or 01343 843025.

Mortlach:  John Fleming reported major refurbishments under way in the main hall area.  These include walls insulated, new lighting and electrical, PA system, smoke/fire alarm, floor revarnished and court markings repainted.  Second survey for water turbine completed and plans received.  Power generated will contribute to hall funds eventually allowing the hall to be used free of charge.

Margach:  Charlie Alexander reported the hall closed for various improvements.

Portessie:  Richard Smith reported they recently held a ‘naval theme’ Drama Dinner with ‘Titanic’ as the film.  King Wrestling Promotions made a return visit - good turnout.  Fashion show on 7 October.  Clairvoyant evening on 9 October.  Visit from Community Energy Scotland - assisting with plans to install wind power at the hall.

Spynie:  Ogilvy Smith reported the improvements are complete.  The Fun Day in July was successful with over £2000 raised.

Glenlivet:  Rita Marks sent apologies but reported that the hall is well used with regular users.  The full bar licence has led to an increase in private functions.  Musicians from the Cairngorms Ceilidh Trail gave a well-attended performance.  Tea in the Park raised a record-breaking sum and will be split between the hall and the Community Association.  The Christmas event The Enchanted Forest is now in its fourth year.  Maintenance to the kitchen, roof and floor is being carried out.

Inchberry:  Val Wathen sent apologies and reported the recent energy audit had been useful.  Planning permission for the hall extension has been granted and funding methods are under way.  The hall floor will be refurbished in January.

Tomintoul:  Michele Birnie sent apologies and reported hall well used with regular users and various private functions.  The local school will hold a Homecoming event in November and a Hogmanay dance is planned.  Various maintenance work will take place during October.

11 Any Other Business:  Jean Maciver raised a question regarding the changes to the Criminal Justice Act.  Were churches included in the proposed Market traders fee of £200?  The answer was yes.
12 Date and venue of Next Meeting:  AGM on 22 November at Lossiemouth Town Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 4 15pm.  Refreshments were kindly provided and served by LTH members.

Jackie Owsnett

Secretary

