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	MORAY FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY HALLS


AND ASSOCIATIONS


Minutes of the Federation Meeting held in Mortlach Hall, Dufftown

on Sunday 17 May 2009

Present:  Jim Anderson, President; Pat Smith, Vice-President; Rosella Smith, Convener; Jackie Owsnett, Secretary; Jim Hart, Doreen Aldridge, Archiestown; John Smith, Fraser Marshall, Birnie; Anne Watson, Vera Gaskell, Bishopmill; Keith Comrie, Boharm; Beattie Mitchell, Edinvillie; Ron Macintyre, Harvey Morton, Findhorn; Moira Morrison, Janet Hallyburton, Fochabers; Eleanor Mackintosh, Rita Marks, Glenlivet; Anita Milne, Lhanbryde; Fiona Mackinnes, Miltonduff; John Fleming, Mortlach; Richard Smith, Portessie; Roy Hill, Tomintoul; Sandra Dow, CAB; John Ferguson, Moray Council.

1 Welcome:  Rosella welcomed us and handed over to John Fleming who welcomed us to Mortlach Hall which had been built since the 1890s.  It was bought by the community in 1947 as a memorial to those who served in the two world wars.

2 Apologies for Absence:  Tony Bowmer, Treasurer; Val Wathen, Inchberry; Jennifer Shaw, Lisa Murray, Lhanbryde; Susan Clark, BKV Secretary; Reni Milburn, Moray Council.

3 Approval of Minutes of 22 February 2009:  Approved Jim Hart, Archiestown; seconded Pat Smith, VP.  Secretary apologised to Beattie Mitchell who had not been included in Apologies in previous minutes.

4 Matters Arising:  None that are not covered in the Agenda.

5 Convener’s Report:  Rosella had attended a LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) meeting and the committee will be assessing full grant applications at their next meeting.  Two visitors from Hungary were welcomed.  Their themes of interest were young people, heritage, social enterprise and renewable energy.  Rosella was unable to attend the funding seminar on 27 April.

Rosella reported on committee members being contacted from various volunteer forums regarding the Federation’s membership of the Voluntary Sector in Moray.  She will attend a meeting on 25 May for further discussions.  She asked if the Federation wished for a speaker at a future meeting to discuss this further and if the Federation wishes to become a member of the Volunteer Sector Forum in Moray.

Rosella had been contacted by Ann Davidson of REAP (Rural Environmental Action Project) asking if the Federation wished to secure block funding from HIE for undertaking of thermal image surveys for halls

6 Secretary’s Report and Correspondence:  1) Introductory letter from new Moray Volunteer Officer; 2) Notice of Volunteers Week; 3) MVSO training and events booking form for 2009/10; 4) Poster for Moray Forest Runs.

7 Financial Statement:  Tony absent, no statement.

8 Best Kept Village Competition:  Pat Smith introduced new Secretary Susan Clark.  Closing date for entries is at end of May.  More entries would be good.  Liaising with Beautiful Scotland – judges to be confirmed.  Jennifer Shaw resigned from committee;  anyone interested in joining?

9 Exchange of News from Halls:

Archiestown:  Jim reported they were struggling to obtain funding for a new heating system.  They had held a village questionnaire/survey.  Playpark had been extended.  Holding a  celebration in 2010 to mark village’s 250th anniversary.  Village fair to be on 20 June.

Birnie:  John reported the new toilets nearly finished.  Spring Fair on 30 May.  Funding required for kitchen refurbishment.  

Bishopmill:  Anne reported business as usual.  Had received grant of £467 from Elgin Common Good fund for redecoration.

Boharm:  Keith reported business as usual.  Tables for sale £10 each.

Edinvillie:  Beattie reported several successful events raised over £1500.  Hall’s 50th anniversary on 14 August.

Findhorn:  Ron reported funding of £10,000 from Awards for All for kitchen refurbishment.  

Fochabers:  Moira reported new heating system installed.  Various events including Billy Connolly  and Status Quo Tribute Nights; Village Gala in July; Speyfest end of August.  Various Homecoming events during St Andrews weekend end of November.

Glenlivet:  Eleanor reported business as usual.  Applying for full Licensing permit.  Toilets being refurbished.  Attracting various functions, wedding parties etc.  Tea in the Park all of August.  

Lhanbryde:  Anita reported full agenda.  Funding of £1000 received for young people’s drama group.  Funding from Lloyds TSB of £16,000 over two years for Centre Development Worker.  More funding reqired to develop toddlers playpark, community gardens/allotments.  Village Gala in  August.

Miltonduff:  Fiona had nothing to report as she had been away.

Mortlach:  John reported business as usual.  Whisky Festival week kept them busy.  Scottish Extravaganza being organised.

Portessie:  Richard reported on another successful duck race on Easter Sunday with over 400 ducks.  Pilates instructor left; looking for someone else.  Contact 01542 833969 if interested.  Variety concert to be held on  29 May called ‘A Guid Nicht in Guid Company’; local artists taking part: proceeds to charities.

Tomintoul:  Roy reported business as usual.  They had recently held an energy audit, now applying for grants.  New front door required and solar panels need readjusting.

10 Maintenance Grant Forms:  Sent out with mailing.  Rosella reported that in order to not hold things up it is all right to use previous year’s accounts.  John Fleming asked if the form could be made simpler with just a summary of last year’s accounts.  Pat said it was necessary to check if halls were viable in order to report back to Moray Council.  The Committee would review format of the form.

11 Guest Speaker:  Sean Hoath unable to attend.  Sent copies of Licensing documents.  There may be an open question and answer session at next meeting.

12 Any Other Business:  None.

13 Date and venue of next meeting:  Sunday 20 September at Alves Village Hall.

The meeting closed at approximately 4pm.  Refreshments were kindly provided and served by members of Mortlach Hall.

Jackie Owsnett, Secretary

