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	MORAY FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY HALLS


AND ASSOCIATIONS


MINUTES OF THE 35TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD ON 23 NOVEMBER 2008

IN INCHBERRY AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE

Pat Smith, Convener, welcomed members and introduced Iain Gill, Chair of Inchberry Hall.  He welcomed us to the hall and hoped we were enjoying the sunshine which was a change from the snow-covered slopes of Glen Rinnes last year.

PRESENT:  William Reid, President; Jim Anderson, Molly Forsyth, Jennifer Shaw, Vice-Presidents;  Pat Smith, Convener; Rosella Smith, Vice-Convener; Jackie Owsnett, Secretary; Tony Bowmer, Treasurer.

M Taylor, C Maciver, Alves; Doreen Aldridge, Alex Buxton, Jim Hart, Archiestown VC; Fraser Marshall, John Smith, Birnie; Moira Tweedie, Craigellachie; Beattie Mitchell, Edinvillie; Ronald McIntyre, Elspeth McIntyre, JMI Findhorn; Frances Duncan, Fochabers; M Nunns, Garmouth/Kingston;  Derek Clark, Glenrinnes; Ian Gibb, Audrey Gibb, Inchberry; Charlie Alexander, Ian Robertson, Margach, Knockando; Anita Milne, Lhanbryde; Fiona McPherson Lossiemouth Town Hall/Northern Scot; John Fleming, Mortlach, Dufftown; Louise Ellerby, New Elgin and Ashgrove; Ogilvie Smith, Spynie; Ness Smith, Urquhart.   

Councillors George McIntyre, Douglas Ross, Fiona Murdoch, Moray Council; Reni Milburn, MC; Alison Proudfoot, MVSO; Marc Macrae, Moray Parliamentary Office. 

1 Apologies for Absence:  Anne Watson, Bishopmill; Brenda Cooper, Craigellachie; M McKenzie, Darnaway; Audrey Munro, Fogwatt; Liz Devine, Fochabers; Rita Marks, Glenlivet; David Sylvester, Glenrinnes; Sue Bedford, Roseisle; Roy Hill, Tomintoul; Sandra Dow, CAB; John Ferguson, Eric McGillvray, Allan Wright, Donald Duncan, Iain Young, Roddy Burns, Alastair Keddie, Sandy Riddell, Alastair Kennedy, Stewart Cree, Mike Palmer,MC; Angus Robertson, Richard Lochhead, MPs.

2 Minutes of AGM 25 November 2007 were read and agreed as a true record.  Proposed – Iain Gibb; Seconded – Beattie Mitchell.

3 Matters Arising from previous Minutes:  None.

4 Convener’s Address:  This is included in the Annual Report.  Pat read out the letter sent to MSP Richard Lochhead on behalf of the Federation, regarding SRDP.  Pat reported that she would be stepping down as Convener.  She thanked members for their support and said she had enjoyed her various roles over the years.

5 Secretary’s Report.  This is included in the Annual Report.  Jackie thanked members for their support over the past year.  Pat thanked Jackie for the Annual Report.  Bill, (President), thanked Pat and Jackie for their work on behalf of the Federation.  He believed that it was going from strength to strength.

6 Treasurer’s Report:  Annual Accounts: A copy of the audited accounts is included in the Annual Report.  Tony thanked members for getting the Maintenance Grant applications in on time.  The grant from the Moray Council remained at £20,000 and was topped up to £420 to each hall from Federation funds.  There was a slight profit of £250 on the Best Kept Village competition.  Accounts proposed for approval from Anita Milne; seconded by Pat Smith.  

Membership Fee was approved and agreed to remain at £15 per hall, Community Council without hall at £8.  

Secretary’s honorarium of £500 approved and agreed:  

Best Kept Village Secretary’s honorarium of £300 approved and agreed.

The BKV Secretary, Sally Hodder, is resigning so a volunteer with secretarial skills is required.  

7 Election of Office Bearers, Advisers and Auditor.

President:  Jim Anderson: Proposed Pat Smith, seconded Bill Reid

Vice-Presidents:  Jennifer Shaw – proposed Pat Smith; seconded Jim Anderson



     Pat Smith – proposed Jennifer Shaw; seconded Jim Anderson.  

Jennifer proposed Pat as a Vice-President as it would be a shame to lose her vast experience and knowledge and it would acknowledge and pay tribute to her service and work on behalf of the Federation.

Convener:  Rosella Smith – proposed Pat Smith, seconded Jackie Owsnett

Vice-Convener:  Anita Milne – proposed Rosella Smith, seconded Tony Bowmer

Treasurer:  Tony Bowmer – proposed Ron McIntyre, seconded John Fleming

Secretary:  Jackie Owsnett – proposed Anita Milne, seconded Louise Ellerby

Advisers:  John Ferguson, Reni Milburn, MC; Sandra Dow CAB.  All approved and agreed.

Councillor George McIntyre was proposed but declined as the MC was well represented already.  He felt he could offer support through the MC in the background. 

Auditor:  Bob Hyde – approved and agreed.

There followed a presentation to outgoing President Bill Reid and Vice-President Molly Forsyth in appreciation of their many years of service to the Federation.  Bill was presented with a Belgian glassware dolphin as a memento of his time in the area and the friends he made during the war.  Molly was presented with a glass vase inscribed with the dates of her service.  Rosella presented outgoing Convener Pat Smith with a bouquet of flowers with thanks for her work for the Federation and said she would be a hard act to follow. They all then posed for photographs for the Northern Scot. 

 There was then a change over of office bearers.  Rosella brought up the fact that on becoming Treasurer, Tony had been offered an honorarium and had refused it.  She then raised the question again and again Tony refused with thanks.

8 Dates and Venues for meetings in 2009 

22 February 

Urquhart Village Hall

17 May

             Mortlach Hall Dufftown

20 September

Alves Village Hall

22 November

Lossiemouth Town Hall – AGM

9 Guest Speaker:  Barbara Love, Rural Direct Co-ordinator/Development Officer, SCVO

Barbara provided a presentation on the funding opportunities available through the new Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP).  Barbara handed out an information pack to members.  For further information contact Rural Direct helpline – 0845 838 8598, www.ruraldirect.org.uk, or www.scvo.org.uk.

10 There being no further business the meeting was closed by Rosella with thanks to Inchberry members for providing and serving refreshments.

